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6 Synopsis of Accident
college dormitory.
around an operating
to melt and smolder.

or complaint This investigation involved a residential fire in a
The occupant sat some groceries in thin plastic grocery bags on and
toaster oven. The heat from the oven caused the plastic grocery bags

No injuries occurred.

7 Location 8 City 9 State
Dcrmitory 10 Chapel Hill N C
10a First Product 11a Trade/Brand name/Model model: TR0400TY1
toaster oven 021 brand: Black & Decker Mfr.: Black & Decker
Mfr., East Joppa Rd., Towson, MD 21204
10b Second Product 11b Trade/Brand name/Model
plastic bag 1130 unknown
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NOTE: The information contained in this report was provided by
the local responding fire department and the University
safety officer. 1 was never able to reach the owner of
the toaster oven involved in the incident.

PRE-INCIDENT:

This residential fire occurred in one of the university’s
dormitories. The fire occurred on Oct. 23, 1994 at approximately
4:30 pm. The product involved in the fire was a Black and Decker
brand toaster oven. The toaster oven was sitting on a desk. The
occupant stated to fire investigator’s that she last used the
toaster oven around 9:00 am. on the day of the fire. The occupant
did not know where the toaster oven had been purchased, but it was
new, less than one year old. Prior to the incident the occupant
had not experienced any problems with the toaster oven.

The occupant went grocery shopping on the day of the fire and
returned to her room around 3:00 pmnm. She had purchased some
groceries and they were bagged in thin plastic grocery bags. When
she returned to her room she sat the groceries on and beside the
oven. The groceries were left in the bags and the occupant left
about 10 minutes later. The occupant did not return to her room
until after the fire.

INCIDENT:

A passerby saw smoke coming from around the occupants window.
Authorities were alerted and the fire department was called. When
the fire department arrived they found that the toaster oven was
operating and the heat from the oven had melted the plastic grocery
bags and caused them to smolder. There were no actual flames.

POST~-INCIDENT:

Removal of the bags from around the toaster oven and turning the
oven off eliminated the fire. The smoke was removed from the room
by the fire department. They did not remove the toaster oven. The
damage was minimal and the university’s insurance company was not
involved. The occupant believes she may have inadvertently turned
the toaster oven on as sat the groceries down.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

The toaster oven involved in the incident was a Black and Decker
model TRO400TYl. No other product information was available as I
was never able to speak to the owner. The safety officer for the
university, on my behalf, went by the occupant’s room and talked to
her. He was not able to get any additional product information as
the occupant discarded the tocaster oven following the incident.

ATTACHMENTS:
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By RAY GRONBERG
The Zhape! Hill Herald

CHAPEL HILL — A pair of weekend

dormitory fires have prompted UNC of- -

ficials to call for help from the State
Bureau of Investigation.

Both fires occurred Saturday, but the
call to the SBI didn't go out until after a
4 p.m. incident at Morrison dorm, UNC
police Capt. W.L. Dunn said.
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- Minton.

cials to request SBI help

A smoldermcr newspaper left on a
couch caused about $100 worth of dam-
age in the .building’s third-floor TV

lounge, according to a statement from

Chapel Hill Fire Department Capt. Bill

It was the second ﬁre at tnnnghav
this month. .

- UNC officials say they’re concerned.
“The first two [at Ehringhaus] appeared
to be accidental, but the third one [at.
Morrison] appears . suspicious,” said

The Morrison incident followed an
early-morning lounge fire at nearby
Ehringhaus _dorm that -caused about

$25,000 in damage and forced students -
to evacuate for more than_ three hours.

B

Vr.

Wayne Kuncl, UNC's _director of hous-
ing ‘When you see evidence of a burn-

" ing newspaper on top ofa cushion, you

start to wonder.” [

Chapel Hill fire:marshals "and the
UNC police are leadmg the investiga-
tion of Saturday’s fires, according to a
statement from UNC officials.

But Sunday afternoon prowded yet
another incident. .

Chapel Hill ﬁreﬁghters were called to
Hinton James dorm at about 4:35 p.m.
when a toaster oven in a fifth-floor res- .
ident assistant’s room started to smoke.

Preliminary indications 'were that no

_fire broke out, even though about 150

students had to evacuaté for roughly 45
-minutes while ﬁrefighters and UNC po-
lice checked out the situation. Do

What they found ﬁreﬁghters seud,
was ‘a malfuncnomng appliance. The
toaster oven’s switch was.off, but its
coil was on and red-hot. The resxden*
assistant living in the room had been
gone for most of the day. SE
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